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Stoke-on-Trent Opportunity Area: Year 4 extension summary 
 

 

Y4 project  Summary 
 

Link to the OA 
Delivery Plan 

Speech, 
Language & 
Communication 
(SLC): ‘closing 
the word gap’ 

This project will continue to provide specialist support to primary 
schools across the city, funding a range of activities working with 
parents to improve outcomes in SLC at Early Years Foundation 
Stage. Specialist speech and language therapists are assigned to 
schools providing training, modelling and support. 

Priority 1: 
improve 
outcomes in 
the Early 
Years 
Foundation 
Stage (EYFS) 

Phonics & 
Maths in 
Private, 
Voluntary & 
Independent 
Early Years 
settings  

This project is building relationships between schools and their local 
early years providers, using phonics and maths to encourage 
professional dialogue and to open avenues of CPD for early years 
staff. The extension year will expand external input from phonics 
providers and work towards 100% early years coverage. The project 
will also link in with a new Early Help and Prevention Strategy which 
the council is developing. 

KS2/3 Maths Focus for this project is on boosting maths attainment and 
supporting transition into secondary, via a mix of universal offer and 
more focussed support for schools. Working with the local Maths 
Hub, the extension will focus on continuing NLE/SLE support, CPD, 
leadership development, external consultancy/expert support, and 
transition activities.  

Priority 2:  
improve 
outcomes in 
English, maths 
and science at 
KS2, and 
supporting 
transition into 
secondary 

KS2/3 English Focus for this project is on boosting English attainment in primary 
and supporting transition into secondary. The project will focus on 
achievement of pupil premium and male pupils by providing target 
support to schools through NLE and SLEs; developing curriculum 
leadership; CPD and deployment of resources to support schools. 
The aim is to create a sustainable ‘Excellent English learning 
community’, with input from a regional English Hub. 

KS2/3 Science Focus for this project is on boosting science attainment in primary 
and supporting transition into secondary. The project is upskilling the 
workforce currently teaching in primary schools by introducing 
learning communities and facilitating peer-to-peer relationships; 
developing system leadership by increasing cross-school 
connectivity and with the wider STEM community; and providing 
external input from recognised science programmes: eg ‘Thinking, 
Doing, Talking, Science’ and the Primary Science Quality Mark.  

Behaviour & 
Attendance 

The project is focussing on: establishing consistent behaviour and 
attendance best practice across all schools in the city by 
establishing in-house AP Hubs in selected secondary schools and 
‘Nurture Bases’ in primary schools; deployment of Educational 
Psychology and SEND Officer time, and developing a city-wide 
Inclusion Charter.  

Priority 3:  
improve pupil 
engagement in 
learning 
at all stages 

School Holiday 
Activities 

Targeting specific schools and community venues with high levels of 
deprivation, this project provides enrichment activities (sports, crafts, 
science etc) and parental/child access to school nurses and family 
support workers. Extension focus will be on engagement of pupils 
from  4-5 high schools and  their main feeder primary schools and 
linked to the  Behaviour & Attendance project. 

Post 16 GCSE 
English & 
Maths resits  
 

Project involves working with 3 local FE colleges developing CPD 
and pedagogical approaches for teaching GCSE English and maths 
resits thereby improving outcomes. The extension year will  focus on 
continuing with external support from exam bodies and involve more 
targeted support for the institutions involved. 

Priority 4:  
improve the 
choices young 
people make 
from 16 

Collaboration 
activity 

We will extend the impact of our year 4 projects by sharing with non-
OA areas what has worked and partnering with other OAs to 
develop joint projects which can then be shared more widely.  

Supports all 
priorities 


